
International Lutheran Council News 

 

Estonian Lutherans Commemorate Persecution under the Communist Regime 

 Ten years ago, Bishop Vesevolod Lytkin of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(SELC) consecrated a monument in the Estonian graveyard at Estono-Semionovka, 

commemorating the Estonians who suffered during the years of political repression under 

the communist regime. This time of persecution rapidly eroded the once-majority Lutheran 

faith among Estonians. 

In the lead up to 2020, the SELC had been planning a commemoration prayer service to 

mark the tenth anniversary of the installation of the monument in Estono-Semionovka, 

with Bishop Tiit Salumäe of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELK) also 

intending to participate. However, the interruption of international travel due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic made his attendance impossible, so EELK Bishop Tiit instead sent a 

video address to Siberian Estonians. 

During the commemoration service, SELC Bisho Lytkin reflected on the persecution of 

Estonian Lutherans, and what Christians today can learn from their story. The text of his 

remarks can be read from the article found on the International Lutheran Council website. 

 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Things That Make you go Hmmm. 

---Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist, but a person who drives a race car  

not called a racist? 

---Why do you park in a driveway and drive in a parkway? 

---When someone says “You know what they say…” Who are ‘they’? 

---If you throw a cat out your car window does it become kitty litter? 

---Why do they call them apartments, when they’re all together? 

---Who was the idiot that decided to put an “s” in the word lisp? 

---Can fit people go skinny dipping? 

---If you try to fail, and you fail, have you succeeded or failed? 

---If quizzes are quizzical then what are tests? 

---What was the best thing before sliced bread? 

---Why do banks charge you a “insufficient funds” fee on money they already know you 

don’t have? 

---What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 

---If one synchronized swimmer drowns, do the rest have to drown too? 

---In a country of free speech, why are there phone bills? 

---How do “Do not walk on the grass” signs get there? 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2020 
 

 

Lutherans Living Christ 

Our Vision: To be an active group of people serving Moose Jaw and surrounding area with a 

Lutheran spirituality                                                                                                                                                     

Our Mission: To engage people in authentic Biblical worship leading to growth in Christian 

living. 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Special Prayer Requests: 

 Late in the evening of July 26, 2020, the building belonging to Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church, in Valleyview, AB, a historical storefront located on Main Street, 

caught on fire. Rev. Shiekh Lief Mauricio, who has been the pastor there since 2019, reports 

that the building is “essentially destroyed.”  

An investigation into the cause of the fire is ongoing. On July 28, the insurance inspector 

was able to access the building, and the damage is extensive. The building, a town landmark 

which began as a general store, had been undergoing renovations, many of them carried out 

by members who volunteered. “Lots of blood, sweat, and tears were shed as a labour of love 

for God and for our neighbours,” said Rev. Mauricio. “We were hoping to have the grand 

opening of our church in November.” The congregation will gather for worship this coming 

Sunday on the farm of one of its members, and are seeking a rental facility going forward. 

“This is a great tragedy,” said Rev. Robert Mohns, West Regional Pastor for LCC. “May 

God look after all the saints in Valleyview, and give them strength during this difficult time. 

I encourage all members of Lutheran Church–Canada, and friends around the world, to 

remember the people of Good Shepherd Lutheran in prayer.” 

Almighty and everlasting God, You are the strength of those who suffer and the comfort of 

all who grieve. Let the prayers of your children who have suffered the loss of their house of 

prayer by fire rise to you. Grant your mercy and peace to Pastor Mauricio and the members 

of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Valleyview, Alberta. Surround them with your present 

love and hold them in faith and hope. Through Jesus Christ, our rock and redeemer. Amen 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour 

You can listen to The Lutheran Hour streaming audio and podcasts at www.lutheranhour.ca 

on your phone or computer August 16 "Seeing Is Believing" Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale 

A. Meyer  Believing in Jesus Christ, we truly see things the way they are. It's "Archives 

August". 

 

Readings for the Week:       Job 38:4-18    Romans 10:5-17   Matthew 14:22-33 

 

 

Divine Service Helpers:  

Sound Tech:     Sandra Dewald 

Computer Tech: Adam Nagel 

Organist:  Dorothy Johnstone 

Elders:   David Buck & Randy Redenbach 

Communion Setup: Cheryl DePape & Sandra Dewald 

Head Usher:  Wilfred Schick 

 

VIRTUAL VBS! 
LCC congregations coordinate, offer virtual VBS options Canada-wide, all summer 

long!        Lutheran Church-Canada (LCC) congregations across the country have come 

together to coordinate free Virtual VBS options for families all summer long—no matter 

where you live! So what does “Virtual VBS” look like in a practical sense?  Of course the 

message of Christ and His promise remain the same and should be taught accordingly. But 

how does the virtual element change how we organize and deliver God’s Word in a VBS 

setting? Though labelled as “virtual” children will still create tangible crafts; play games; 

eat snacks; sing songs; act out Bible stories and pray! The style and format will vary 

depending on the individual congregation hosting VBS for that week.  In general, families 

that register will be given a list of needed materials well in advance. Children will be able to 

participate in the Opening and Closing through YouTube Live or pre-recorded videos.  Each 

activity or “station” will correspond to a simple one-page instruction sheet.  Parents can pick 

and choose which activities work for them—the materials can be used at any time of day in 

any order! All activities are geared towards minimizing screen time and maximizing 

engaging Christ-focused educational activities for the whole family! 
For more information including summer schedule, marketing material and more, visit: 

https://www.lutheranchurchcanada.ca/eventscalendar/lcc-virtual-vbs-2020/ 
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