
Caiaphas - Read Matthew 27:57-68 

Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the 

high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now the chief priests and the 

whole council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death, but 

they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, 

“This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’ ” And 

the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify 

against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the 

living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. 

But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered 

blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is 

your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face and struck him. 

And some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 

Caiaphas was high priest of the Jewish people from 18-36 AD. He presided over the Jewish trial 

of Jesus. He initiated the condemnation of Jesus as a false prophet. 

John records that Caiaphas prophecied Jesus’ death without really knowing what he was saying: 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 

but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. So the chief priests 

and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs 

many signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come 

and take away both our place and our nation.” But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest 

that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you 

that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” He did not say 

this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 

nation, and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are 

scattered abroad. So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. (John 11:45–53, 

ESV)  

After the death of Jesus Caiaphas continued to persecute the Christians. “On the next day their 

rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and 

Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they 

had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 

being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man 

has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man 

is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which 

has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Now when they saw the boldness of 

Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. 



And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing 

beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. But when they had commanded them to leave 

the council, they conferred with one another, saying, “What shall we do with these men? For 

that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But in order that it may spread no further among the people, 

let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” So they called them and charged 

them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, 

“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for 

we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” And when they had further threatened 

them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were 

praising God for what had happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed 

was more than forty years old.” (Acts 4:5–22, ESV)  

It is possible that the bones of Caiaphas were found. See this link: 

https://holylandphotos.wordpress.com/2019/04/18/bone-box-of-caiaphas-the-high-priest/ 

In the 1977 movie Jesus of Nazareth, Anthony Quinn played Caiaphas 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Quinn] 
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