
Nicodemus - Read John 3:1-15 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 

signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when 

he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That 

which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus 

said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you 

do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness 

to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do 

not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except he 

who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” 

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin [like Joseph of Arimathea]. He was a secret 

disciple of Jesus who openly declared his association with Jesus at his burial. John’s Gospel is the only 

one that mentions Nicodemus.  

Read John 7:40-52 and John 19:38-42 

When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” Others said, “This is 

the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ 

comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there 

was a division among the people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on 

him. The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring 

him?” The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Have 

you also been deceived? Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd that 

does not know the law is accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, 

said to them, “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 

They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.” 

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, 

asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and 

took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of 

myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in 

linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified 

there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the 

Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. 

In the 1977 movie Jesus of Nazareth James Mason played Joseph of Arimathea 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Mason] and Laurence Olivier played Nicodemus 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laurence_Olivier]. 
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